
Who we are?
The Panorama of Aging and Long-term Care team is comprised 
of specialists from the Social Protection and Health Division of 
the Inter-American Development Bank and experts who share 
information and international experiences that focus on Latin 
America and the Caribbean.
In the section below we present our team.

Ferdinando Regalia is the Social Protection and Health Division Chief. Prior to this position, 
he served as an Advisor to the IDB Vice President for Sectors and Knowledge 
(2008-2009), Chief of Social Policy and Economics at UNICEF South Africa (2008-2007), 
Social Protection Specialist in the Sector Operations Department 2 (Central America, 
Dominican Republic and Mexico), and Poverty Economist in the IDB’s Poverty Unit (1999 – 
2006). In these roles, he led the preparation of key lending operations and technical 
assistance projects in social protection and completed analytical studies in the areas of 
poverty and social protection. Ferdinando has published in peer-reviewed journals such as 
Population Studies, Journal of Development E�ectiveness, Economics of Education Review 
and Journal of Labor Economics and is the author of book chapters on social protection 
and result-based financing mechanisms. Ferdinando is of Italian nationality. He holds a PhD 
and a Masters in Economics from the Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain.

María Laura Oliveri is a consultant in the IDB's Social Protection and Health Division. She 
joined the IDB in 2013 to work for the Labor Markets and Social Security Division. She 
previously worked at the World Bank's Latin America and the Caribbean Human 
Development Department and Poverty and Equity Global Practice. She has undertaken 
consultancies for the International Labour Organization and the Argentinean Ministries of 
Economy and Health. She has experience in labor market and social protection and 
poverty topics in the Latin America and the Caribbean region. An Argentine national, María 
Laura holds a BA in Economics from Universidad de Buenos Aires and a MA from the 
Universidad Nacional de La Plata.

Nadin Medellín is a consultant for the IDB’s Social Protection and Health Division. She has 
worked with the division since 2014 in developing research and designing and 
implementing operations related to conditional cash transfers, health, aging and 
dependence. Nadin has more than 10 years of experience working in development, 
including three years working in the public sector in his native Mexico and more than seven 
years working for international institutions including the IDB and the World Bank. Nadin 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and a Master’s in Economics and Public Policy 
from the Tecnológico de Monterrey, as well as a Master's degree in Urbanization and 
Development from the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Natalia Aranco has been a consultant at the IDB’s Social Protection and Health Division for 
two years. Before that, she worked at the multinational consultancy firm Willis Towers 
Watson, where she co-led the local agenda on aging and healthcare. She has also 
collaborated with the World Bank’s Independent Evaluation Group of The World Bank in 
health-related projects. She holds a PhD in Economics from the University of New South 
Wales in Australia, and a Master’s Degree in Economics from the University of Montevideo 
in Uruguay.
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Marco Stampini joined the IDB's Social Protection and Health Division in May 2011. His 
work focuses on the preparation and evaluation of social protection strategies for the poor 
and vulnerable, with an emphasis on conditional cash transfer programs. Before joining the 
IDB, he was Principal Research Economist at the African Development Bank (2008-2011), a 
researcher at the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies (2002-07), and a consultant on 
various development topics for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) and the World Bank. He was also a Visiting Fellow at Harvard University and 
the University of Brasilia, and Senior Lecturer at the Catholic University of America. His 
work has been published in peer-reviewed journals such as World Development, 
Demography and the Journal of Comparative Economics. Marco is a native of Italy, holds a 
doctorate in economics from Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies and is a Fellow at the 
Institute of Labor (IZA) in Germany.

Pablo Ibarrarán is a Social Protection Economist at the IDB. He joined the Social Protection 
and Health Division in March 2012 after working for three years in the O�ce of Strategic 
Planning and Development E�ectiveness and for four years in the O�ce of Evaluation and 
Oversight. He has designed and coordinated evaluations on topics relating to social 
protection and labor markets, and has advised project teams on evaluations of health, 
citizen safety and urban development projects. His work has been published in the Journal 
of Labor Economics, Journal of Development E�ectiveness, and Journal of International 
Trade & Economic Development. A Mexican national, Pablo worked at the Secretaría de 
Hacienda y Crédito Público in his country after obtaining his degree in economics from the 
Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas (CIDE) in 1998. In 2004, he earned his 
Doctorate in Economics from the University of California, Berkeley, and since 2009, he has 
been an Associate Researcher at the Institute of Labor (IZA) in Bonn, Germany.

Maria Soledad Planes is a Communication Consultant at the IDB. She leades the Social 
Protection and Health Division´s communications team at the Inter-American 
Development Bank. Has ten years of professional experience in the public sector. She has 
worked at the Buenos Aires City Government as a ghostwriter for the Buenos Aires City 
Mayor (2010-2012) and as Public Opinion and Direct Communication Chief of Sta� 
(2012-2015). Recently, she was a professor at the Universidad de San Andrés and 
Universidad Nacional de Tres de Febrero. Before joining the IDB, Soledad was Public 
Opinion Chief of Sta� at the Argentinian Presidency. She holds a Bachelor's degree in 
International Relations from the Universidad Católica Argentina, a Master in Marketing, 
Consultancy and Political Communication from the Universidad of Santiago de Compostela 
and a Master in Policy Management from Georgetown University. 

Diego Vapore is a Consultant in the Communication team of the Social Protection and 
Health Division of the Inter-American Development Bank. Graphic Designer, graduated 
from Facultad de Arquitectura, Diseño y Urbanismo de la Universidad de Buenos Aires 
(UBA) He has more than 10 years of experience working on projects for the private sector, 
public sector and organizations such as UNICEF, Discovery Networks, MTV Networks, 
Government of Buenos Aires, Government of Honduras, among others, both independently 
and for other professionals in Argentina and Latin America, in Branding, Web Design and 
Digital and Printed Publications projects. Simultaneously, he was a teacher for almost 10 
years in Argentina at Universidad de Palermo (UP) in Design and Communication, as well 
as in his house of studies (UBA). His curiosity has led him to be recognized in numerous 
design competitions, as well as being a photographer, a profession he also develops in 
parallel.
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Raul Ignacio Cerrato is an IT Specialist at the IDB. He joined IDB in February 2012 after 
working for several years in software companies for the private sector. He leads and 
develops projects with technological components for Latin America Region. He is currently 
leading the Tech Lab, an initiative to research, and implement new technologies in IDB 
projects including: blockchain, IoT, VR/AR and machine learning. An Argentinean national, 
Ignacio has a bachelor’s degree system engineering from the University of Buenos Aires in 
2003. In 2015, he earned his Master in Industrial Direction Engineering from the same 
university.

Rodrigo Calloni is a Data Visualization Specialist who works for the IDB’s Knowledge, 
Communications and Innovation Sector. As a member of the Data Analytics Team for the 
sector, Rodrigo helps IDB employees to understand data so that the decision making 
process is based on underlying and timely information. Before joining the Data Analytics 
Team, Rodrigo worked for 10 years as System Librarian for the IDB’s Felipe Herrera Library, 
where he created seamless technological channels that allowed users to access library 
resources, both in print and electronic formats. Prior to joining the IDB, he worked in the 
London O�ce of Ex Libris's as a systems consultant. He previously worked for seven years 
in Ex Libris in Brazil as a system librarian. Rodrigo is Brazilian, and has a Bachelor’s in 
Librarianship from the University of São Paulo, Brazil.

Gianluca Cafagna was an Associate Professional O�cer in the IDB's Social Protection and 
Health Division since November 2016. His work focuses on healthcare systems 
strengthening, digital health, and long-term care. He contributed to the preparation of loan 
operations in the health sector, as well as to the research agenda. Before joining the IDB, 
Gianluca worked for the United Nations Development Programme, in Panama and the 
Dominican Republic. His work has been published in peer-reviewed journals such as the 
International Journal of Equity in Health and BMC Health Services Research. An Italian 
national, Gianluca holds a Ph.D. in Healthcare Management from the Sant’Anna School of 
Advanced Studies of Pisa and a MSc in Economics from Bocconi University of Milan.

Cecilia Martínez Gomez was a Communication Consultant at the IDB. She led the Social 
Protection and Health Division´s communications team at the Inter-American 
Development Bank. Her work focuses on the design, implementation and evaluation of 
communication strategies to position learning products in multicultural environments. 
Cecilia has ten years of professional experience working in the public, private and 
nonprofit sectors designing bilingual communications strategies for social media channels, 
digital platforms and traditional media. Prior to joining the IDB, Cecilia worked as a 
communications consultant in Partners of the Americas. Originally from Paraguay, she has 
a bachelor’s degree in Integrated Marketing Communications and a Master of Public 
Administration and Nonprofit Management from Wichita State University.
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Update: January 2020

Andrea Proaño was a Communications Consultant in the Social Protection and Health 
Division of the Inter-American Development Bank. Her work focused on giving visibility to 
the Division's projects and knowledge products through digital media, including social 
networks and blogs, and strategic dissemination campaigns. She has more than 7 years of 
experience in the creation, edition and production of multimedia content, management of 
social media, and strategic communication in international organizations, private sector, 
academia and civil society. Prior to joining the IDB, Andrea worked as a communications 
consultant in the Information and Technology Solutions Division of the World Bank, in 
Washington. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Multimedia Journalism from Universidad San 
Francisco de Quito, in Ecuador, and a Master's of Arts in International Communication with 
a focus on Human Development from the American University.

María del Carmen Hernández Ruiz was a consultant in the IDB's Social Protection and 
Health Division since August 2017. He has experience in quantitative social research, social 
protection, and poverty in the Latin American and Caribbean region. Of Mexican 
nationality, María del Carmen has a degree in economics from the Center for Economic 
Research and Teaching (2015). Previously she worked at the Bank of Mexico as an 
economist in the Directorate General of Economic Research, where she focused on issues 
of monetary policy and international economy.
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