OPEN CALL FOR THE MOST INNOVATIVE STARTUPS IN THE 
CREATIVE AND CULTURAL INDUSTRIES OF LATIN AMERICA 
THE CARIBBEAN AND SOUTH FLORIDA
Requirements
Participants must be over 18 years old as of March 1st, 2017 and be founders or co-founders of the startup. All Latin American and Caribbean startup participants must be citizens of one of the IDB borrowing member countries. South Florida participants, on the other hand, can be from all over the world. 
The startup must have between one and three years of operation by the time the application is submitted. 
Applications must be registered into the YOUNOODLE platform and filled out in any of the IDB official languages (Spanish, English, Portuguese or French).
The startup must develop its product or solution in one of the following areas of the creative and cultural industries:
1. DESIGN WITH SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: urban, interior and industrial design. Graphic arts, illustration and toys. Wearable technology. Accessibility and cultural identity expression. Co-creation between craftsmen and designers. 

1. SUSTAINABLE FASHION: intelligent clothes, organic clothes, accessories. 

1. MULTIMEDIA TO SAVE THE WORLD: videogames, support media for digital content, virtual reality, 3D printing and interactive audiovisual content.

1. GASTRONOMY AS AN AGENT OF TRANSFORMATION: recovery of ancestral and native recipes. Fusion, environmentally minded restaurants and chefs. 

1. STEREOTYPE-FREE MUSIC: cultural and ancestral preservation. Music as an education and language preservation tool. 
The startup must have an existing solution or product or a minimum viable product (MVP) tested by users.
The startup must be ready to raise funds to move onto a new expansion or impact level.
The startups must also present the following items:
· Two letters of recommendation:    
One from an outside collaborator or client vouching for the startup work. 
One from an organization or institution familiar with the work of the startup and its achievements.  
N.B. The letters of recommendation may not be signed by relatives of the founders or co-founders.
· A video lasting no more than two minutes. The work team must appear in the video and answer the following questions:    
What business opportunity does the startup address?
How have you proven the validity of the product and what is your market?
What is the composition of your team?
What are your growth plans?
Why should your startup be selected?
N.B. The video must answer these questions clearly. If you present a generic video or one that does not answer these specific questions, the applications will be considered incomplete. 
Winners must be present at all of the activities, including those conducted online before and after the Demand Solutions-Miami event. Failure to honor this requirement will disqualify the startup. Those chosen will be notified by email.    
[bookmark: _GoBack]The deadline for submitting applications is May 14th, 2017 at 11:59 pm EDT (Washington, D.C. time zone), and there will be no extensions. 
One representative from each of the selected startups will take part in Demand Solutions so long as the local U.S. consulate grants an entry visa to the representative of the company. The IDB will provide a letter of invitation.
Only one representative from each chosen startup will be invited to participate in Demand Solutions. We recommend that the person applying for the startup – the one who fills out the form and speaks in the video – be the one that the team chooses to represent the startup. 
Those selected should be prepared to discuss their ideas in the so-called “pitch by fire” format, in which they will have two minutes to make a presentation to the jury and the general public. They can use slides if they so wish. The participant must focus on the main problem that the startup aims to resolve. 
Organizer contact information: demandsolutions@iadb.org
